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Lisboa was the great winner at the World Travel Awards (WTA), the most prestigious Tourism 
awards in the world, winning the awards for Best European Destination, Best City Breaks 
Destination and Best Cruise Destination. 

Hotel Praia D´El Rey Marriott Golf & Beach Resort, host of this year’s awards was also winner of
Best European Golf & Leisure Resort. Portugal had 32 nominations in 25 of the 48 categories,
having won five awards. The World Travel Awards are awarded through an online voting system -
www.worldtravelawards.com - thousands of professionals in the sector across the world. Created in
1993, these Tourism “Oscars” award excellence in the travel and tourism sectors on a world scale,
promoting the best destinations and services.

Fénix Group responsible for NH Parque Lisboa

As from November 1 Fénix Hotels will manage the former NH Parque Lisboa, belonging to NH
Hoteles. 

This deal included the purchase of the hotel by the Fénix Group, who already own the 4 star HF
Fénix Lisboa Hotel and the 3 star HF Fénix Garden, both in the Marquês de Pombal area. NH
Parque Lisboa opened three years ago and features 148 rooms, restaurant, bar, cafeteria, Wi-Fi, 
babysitting, laundry, room service, private parking and four meeting rooms for 95 people, aimed at 
the business and leisure guest.

World Adventure Racing Championships at Estoril

This year Estoril will be the stage for the Adventure Racing World Championship, held from 
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November 5 to 15. 

ARWC Portugal 2009 is the biggest annual Adventure Racing event in the world, with a total so far 
of 58 teams from 26 countries already signed up. The endurance, orienteering and versatility of the 
best athletes in the world will be put to the test along a course of around 900 kms, in a time of more 
than 120 hours non stop. The competition comprises five stages with 21 sections, the longest of 242 
kms and the shortest 60kms. Estoril Portugal XPD Race has acted as the Portuguese Adventure 
Racing event that forms part of the Adventure Racing World Series. This event organised by the 
Portuguese Adventure Racing Association, will in 2009 be the world final of this international 
competition.

Lisbon has the cheapest top hotels in the World

According to the index of prices in the hotel world, collected by the hotels.com reservation system
from purchases made on its website, Lisbon is one of the main cities of the world where the hotels
with the highest star rating are economical (compared with other and capital cities): the Portuguese
capital is 7th place in the index with an average of 4.6 stars by 100 euros. The study refers to the
first half of the year, during which the 5 star Lisbon hotels had an average price of 109 euros (in
Madrid: ! 143). The 4 star came to an average of ! 88 euros and a 3 star to ! 63. The study
includes some curious conclusions: you can book a 5 star at ! 100 in Pisa, Warsaw, Bali and
Guangzhou.

Estoril: the return of baths

After an absence of 48 years, the thermal baths are back in Estoril. The reopening to the public is
planned for this autumn. Located next to the Casino, the Congress Center and the Estoril Palace
Hotel (guests of this five-star hotel will have privileged and direct access to the spa); the works are
completed and the complex, which involved an investment of over ! 25 million should now start its
testing phase. The idea of space is to combine hydrotherapy with tourism and the proof is the fact
that the building is composed of two distinct poles: a beauty treatment and well-being, which
translates into an Elements Spa managed by Banyan Tree, and another suitable for preventive
therapies or treatments for diseases and muscular, skin and respiratory disorders. The old spa, which
opened to the public for the first time in 1918, boasts water to 34 degrees which, according to the
awarding authority, "were the subject of several medical studies" that confirmed their therapeutic
attributes.
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